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In Common Council, March 15, 1855. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be Printed. 


Attest : 
W. P. Greae, Clerk. 
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Boston, 9 March, 1855. 


His Honor tHe. Mayor: 

Srr,—I have the honor to communicate the first Report of the 
Commissioners on the erection of a Building for the Public Li- 
brary, as adopted at their last meeting on the 6th inst., and 


now prepared for transmission to the City Council. : 
\ 


I am, with great respect, 


Your Obedient Servant, 
ROBT C. WINTHROP, Pres’t of the Board. 


To the Honorable the City Council: — 


By the third section of the Ordinance of November 27th, 
1854, — “ providing for the establishment of a Board of Com- 
missioners on the erection of a Building for the Public Library 
of the City of Boston,” — the Board are required “ to make re- 
port of their doings to the City Council once in three months, 
and oftener if thereto required by a vote of the City Council.” 

The term of three months having now nearly expired since 
the election of the Board, the undersigned have the honor to 
submit their first Quarterly Report. 

The Commissioners have held stated meetings on every alter- 
nate Wednesday since their organization on the 20th of Decem- 
ber last. Special meetings have also been frequently held during 
the intervening weeks. Of all these meetings a full record has 
been kept by the Librarian of the Public Library, acting as 
Clerk of the Board, agreeably to the provisions of the Ordinance, 
and the Book containing these Records is at all times ready to be 
submitted to the inspection of the City Council, and has been 
prepared with a view to being ultimately deposited in the Archives 
of the City. 

Under these circumstances, the undersigned would hardly feel 
justified in entering into any minute details of their proceedings, 
more particularly as these proceedings have thus far been mere- 
ly preliminary in their character, neither contracts nor designs 
having yet been considered. 

The following particulars are believed to embrace everything 
of substance or of interest which has been done or resolved upon. 

I. On the third of January last, the Board received from the 
City Council a Joint Resolution, authorizing them “ to-locate the 
Building upon the lot situated upon Boylston Street which has been 
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purchased for that purpose, if, in their opinion, it be deemed expe- 
dient.”? After much consideration and consultation, the Board saw 
no reason for dissénting from the views thus expressed by the City 
Council, and they thereupon came to a Resolution “that in their 
opinion the lot of ground on Boylston Street, purchased as a site 
for the Public Library Building, is a suitable place for the location 
of said Building, and that measures be taken to procure plans 
accordingly.” 

II. On the 26th of January last, the Board issued a public 
Notice of their readiness to receive Designs, accompanied by a 
carefully considered statement of the requirements of the Build- 
ing, and by what it was hoped might prove a sufficient encourage- 
ment to secure a competition among the best Architects of our 
City. A copy of this Notice with the requirements of the Build- 
ing is annexed to this Report. It will be perceived that the de- ~ 
signs are to be presented on or before the 15th of the present 
month. None have as yet been received, and none will be con- 
sidered until after the 15th instant, even should any be presented 
at an earlier day. It has been the design of the Commissioners 
to afford the fairest opportunity to Boston Architects for present- 
ing the best results of their ingenuity and skill, and in the 
meantime to abstain from maturing any opinions of their own 
which might interfere with the most impartial consideration of 
whatever should be proposed. | 

III. The Commissioners at their second meeting, on the 
27th of December last, unanimously entered upon their Records 
the following Resolution : — : 

“To avoid all misconception and misconstruction, it is hereby 
declared as the explicit understanding of this Board that no pe- 
cuniary compensation or allowance in any form is to be received 
by any of its members for any service he may render as such.” 

The City Council are already aware that a vacancy exists in 
the Board, owing to the original appointment having been de- 
clined by Henry N. Hooper, Esq. 

In conclusion, the undersigned cannot omit to say, as the re- 


1855. | CITY DOCUMENT.—No. 22. 5 


sult of their personal experience and observation, while attending 
the stated meetings of the Board, at the rooms now used for the 
‘Public Library, that they have a deep sense of the importance 
of proceeding with the work entrusted to them, as promptly and 
as rapidly as may consist with safety and success. The present 
accommodations are obviously insufficient for the daily increasing 
number of those who frequent the Library, and it seems due to 
our fellow citizens at large, as well as to the generous benefac- 
tors of the Institution at home and abroad, that no further time 
should be lost in making adequate and permanent provision at 
once, for the security of the Books, and the convenience of those 
who use them. 

A simple but substantial structure, ample in its dimensions, 
just in its proportions, absolutely fire-proof, and depending for 
its effect rather upon its adaptation to the use for which it is de- 
signed, than upon any ornamental architecture or costly mate- 
rials, — is what is aimed at by the Commissioners, — and they 
hope and believe that such a Building may be erected without 
any undue expense or any unreasonable delay. The undersigned 
can only assure the City Council that nothing shall be wanting 
on their part, while they are connected with the Board, to ensure 
_ the accomplishment of so desirable a result. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, by 


ROBERT C. WINTHROP, 
SAMUEL G. WARD, 
GEORGE TICKNOR, 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 
GEORGE ODIORNE, 

GEORGE W. WARREN, 


Public Library, Boston, March 6, 1855. 


> Comnussioners. 





In Board of Aldermen, March 13, 1855. 


Read and sent down. 
W. WASHBURN, Chairman. 
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CITY OF BOSTON. 


PUBLIC.LIB RAR 





THE Commissioners on the erection of a Building for the Public 
Library will consider any Designs that may be submitted to 
them by Boston Architects on or before the fifteenth day of 
March next. 

If a satisfactory Design is received and adopted, the Com- 
missioners will employ the architect offering it, at a fixed com- 
pensation, not exceeding three thousand dollars, to furnish 
working plans and specifications, and to superintend the erection 
of the Building, in pursuance of such contracts as they may 
make; or, if they do not so employ him, they will pay him the 
sum of one thousand dollars for his Design, with working plans 
and specifications. 

The Commissioners reserve the right to purchase any other 
of the Designs offered, at a price not exceeding two hundred 
dollars; and all the Designs that may become their property 
will be bound, and placed at the disposal of the Trustees for 
preservation in the Library. 

The Designs should comprise plans of each floor, elevations, 
and sections, with such descriptions and details as may be need- 
ful to a proper understanding of the whole; and, for the sake 
of uniformity, they should all be drawn in sepia, to a scale of 
one-eighth of an inch to a foot. 
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Each design is to be accompanied with the name of the archi- 
tect offering it, and with an estimate from him of the cost of 
the building he proposes. 

A plan of the land, with the requirements of the building, 
may be obtained in a printed form on application to the Clerk 
of the Commissioners, at the Public Library in Mason Street; 
and, if further information is needed, the Commissioners are to 
be addressed on the subject only in writing. 


ROBERT C. WINTHROP, 
SAMUEL G. WARD, 

GEORGE TICKNOR, 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 
GEORGE ODIORNE, 

GEORGE W. WARREN. 


Boston, Jan. 26, 1855. 





REQUIREMENTS. 


The general requirements are, — 

1. That the Building be completely and absolutely fire-proof. 

2. That thorough provision be made to guard against damp- 
ness from any cause, and all other influences injurious to books. 

3. That every part of the Building be well lighted. 

4. That the best mode of heating and ventilating be provided 
for, haying in view the health and comfort of persons frequent- 
ing the Library, as well as the preservation of books and other 
property. 

5. That proper provision be made for the introduction and use 
of gas by stationary fixtures, and also for the introduction of 
water wherever it may be needed. 

6. That such general arrangements be made as will best en- 
sure centralization, so that the Librarian and his assistants can 
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be readily informed of all comers and goers, and that the care 
of the Library may be entrusted to as few officers as possible. 


ye eee 


The special requirements are, — 

1. A Library Hall, capable of containing, at least, two hun- 
dred thousand volumes. The alcoves, or other divisions of this 
Hall, are to be easily accessible from each other. All the di- 
visions and shelves are to be so contrived as to follow strictly the 
decimal system; that is, each of its principal and lesser divisions 
is to be in series of tens. The shelves are to be fixed, and not 
moveable. There must be sufficient space in the centre of the 
Hall for tables to accommodate readers; and the alcoves are to 
admit of being protected by wire fences or otherwise from the 
access of strangers. 

2. A general Reading-Room, with ample accommodations for 
at least one hundred and fifty readers at tables. 7 

3. A special Reading-Room, with seats for at least fifty per- 
sons, which may be used as a separate reading-room for females. 

4. A room for the delivery of books to borrowers, which may 
be used as a Conversation-Room, with accommodations sufficient 
for at least two hundred persons. 

5. A Library-Room, connected with the foregoing, in which 
not less than twenty thousand volumes, of the books most con- 
stantly demanded for circulation, may be arranged on the decimal _ 
system. 7 

6. A Trustees’ Room, or Committee Room, of moderate pro- 
portions. , 

7. A Librarian’s Room. 

8. Ample and convenient places for fuel. 

9. Arrangements for the accommodation of a janitor or watch- 
man, 3 

10, 11, 12. Three rooms for packing and unpacking, storing 
boxes, and other purposes. 

13. A room for the preservation of newspapers. 

14. A room for unbound pamphlets. 

15. Water-closets and other conveniences. 
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The Commissioners desire, that, while the essential conditions 
are thus suggested, architects should be left as free as possible 
in regard to the Design and its details. They suppose that, al- 
most necessarily, No. 1 of the special requirements will occupy 
the greater part, if not the whole, of the principal story; that 
Nos. 2, 3,4, 5, 6, and perhaps 7, with the staircase and vestibule. 
will occupy the basement, which should be lofty; and that Nos, 
8,9, 10, 11, 12, 18, and 14, and perhaps 15, with the heating 
apparatus, will occupy the cellar. Some arrangement, however, 
may be suggested by the architects by which the objects aimed 
at by the Commissioners may be more perfectly accomplished. 
Their great purpose in the construction of the building is to ob- 
tain the most complete centralization and unity, and the best 
practical accommodation for all persons who may use the Library. 

They propose that the front of the Building be of brick, with 
stone dressings; not excluding, however, the use of iron where 
needed. 

They desire that the style of architecture should be simple, 
symmetrical, and appropriate ; that it should have strict refer- 
ence to the internal arrangement and essential objects of the 
Building; and particularly that economy should be studied so 
far as is consistent with good workmanship and the employment 
of durable and suitable materials. 
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In Common Council, May 31, 1855. 
Ordered, That the Commissioners on the erection of the Build- 
ing for the Public Library be, and they hereby are, authorized 
téireport to the City Council in print. 
Sent up for concurrence. 
JOSEPH STORY, President. 


In Board of Aldermen, June 5, 1855. 
Concurred. 
WM. WASHBURN, Chairman. 


June 6, 1855. Approved. 
J. V. C. SMITH, Mayor. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 





Boston, JUNE 6TH, 1855. 


JOSEPH Story, Esq., President of the Common Council :— 


Sir, 
I have the honor to transmit the Second 


Report of the Commissioners on the erection of a Building 
for the Public Library. As it proposes an appropriation of 
money, it is thought fit to communicate it directly to the 


body over which you preside. 
I am, with great regard, 
— Your obedient servant, 


ROBERT C. WINTHROP, te 
President of the Board. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


To the Honorable the City Council: 


The undersigned, Commissioners on the erection of a Build- 
ing for the Public Library of the City of Boston, having reached 
a stage in their proceedings at which the further action of the 
City Council has become indispensable to the progress of the 
work committed to them, have now the honor to submit their 
second Report. 

It is well known to the City Council that since the first Re- 
port of the Commissioners, dated on the sixth day of March last, 
a considerable change has taken place in the constitution of the 
Board,—Messrs. Odiorne and Warren, by whom that Report was 
signed, having ceased to be Commissioners, and three members 
of the City Government having been elected in their place. 
The proceedings of the City Council which attended this change 
occasioned an entire suspension in the action of the Board from 
the sixth day of March to the fourteenth day of April. 

On the fourteenth day of April, the Board assembled under 
the additional Ordinance, and, having renewed their organization, 
proceeded afresh to the discharge of the interesting and impor- 
tant duties imposed upon them. 

Twenty-four Designs, presented by twenty Boston Architects, 
awaited the examination of the Commissioners, and they devoted 
twelve meetings, of an average length of more than two hours 
each, to the work. On the 27th of April, the sense of the Board 
was formally taken as to which Design should be designated for 
the highest measure of remuneration which had been named in 
the original proposals,—when it appeared that the Design of Mr. 
C. K. Kirby was selected. 
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Mr, Kirby’s Design was accordingly adopted as the basis of 
further operations, and the Commissioners proceeded, with the 
assistance of the Architect himself, to adopt such modifications 
as might adapt it more completely to the object in view. —~ 

Meantime, the high character of “many of the other Desians, 
and the probability that the Board might desire to appropriate 
particular features of some of them, induced the Commissioners 
to select three of them for purchase, agreeably to the terms of 
their proposals. The Designs of Mr. J. R. Hall, of Messrs. 
Schulze and Edwards, and of the Messrs. Cabot, were accordingly 
purchased. The following Resolution was also adopted by the 
Commissioners: j 

‘“¢ Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to inform the Architects 
whose Designs have not been formally selected for adoption or 
purchase, that while the Board can no longer claim the posses- 
sion of their Designs, it would afford them sincere pleasure to be 
allowed to retain them all, for preservation in the Public Library, 
as a highly creditable illustration of the Architectural skill and 
invention of our City.” 

On the eleventh day of May, the Design of Mr. Kirhy having 
been modified as far as the Board desired, he was directed to 
prepare specifications and working plans for the Building, and 
at the next meeting of the Board, on the fifteenth day of May, 
the following public notice was ordered to be inserted in the 
newspapers : ar 

“City oF Boston. Public Lnbrary Building. The Com- 
missioners on the erection of a building for the Public Library, 
will receive sealed proposals until Friday, the first day of June 
next, at 12 M., for furnishing and laying by the thousand, all 
the bricks, and furnishing and setting by the perch, all the rough 
stone required in the construction of the building; also for furnish- 
ing and setting the hammered stone by the foot, and furnishing 
and setting the iron required, according to the plans adopted by 
the Commissioners, and according to the Ordinance of the City 
in relation to Public Buildings. 
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Plans, specifications and working drawings, can be examined 
after the 22d instant, and information obtained at the office of 
©. K. Kirby, Architect, No. 1 Devonshire Street,—the sealed 
proposals to be delivered to the Clerk of the Commissioners, at 
the Public Library in Mason Street.” 

Agreeably to this notice, a large number of proposals have 
been received and carefully examined, and the Commissioners 
are now prepared to enter into a contract upon the most favor- 
able terms which have been offered. By the additional Ordinance 
of April 3d, however, it is provided, that ‘at no time shall the 
agoregate amount of all contracts entered into, and money ex- 
pended by said Commissioners, exceed the amount previously 
appropriated by the City Council, for the erection of said 
edifice.’ It thus remains with the City Council to enable the 
undersigned to proceed with the work which has been assigned 
to them, by making the previous appropriation which the Ordi- 
nance requires. 

The original estimate of Mr. Kirby was one hundred and 
thirty-one thousand dollars for the whole building, and he has 
full confidence that this amount will cover its entire cost. The 
Commissioners propose at present, however, to contract only for 
the brick, stone and iron work of the frame of the building,— 
leaving the interior finish to be more carefully estimated and 
contracted for hereafter. For this purpose, they propose an ap- 
propriation of ninety-five thousand dollars, and they believe that 
within this amount, if there be no unforeseen delay, they may 
be able to present to the City Government a Library Building, 
completely covered in, before the first day of January next.— 
And although the Records of the Board, which are always open to 
the inspection of the City Council, may show that there has been 
some difference of opinion, as must have been anticipated, in regard 
to one or more of the details of the Design which has been adopt- 
ed, the undersigned are unanimously of opinion, that the building 
now proposed to be erected, will be a substantial, convenient and 
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ample edifice, absolutely fire-proof, and every way adapted to its 
object, and that it will present a front on the Common, which, 
without any ostentatious ornament, will do no discredit to the 
taste of our City, and will be entirely in keeping with the Re- 
publican simplicity which should characterize our Civil Architec- 
ture. 

The proceedings of the Commissioners have had sole reference 
to the lot of land in Boylston Street, which was expressly pur- 
chased for the Library. The undersigned believe that lot to be 
admirably adapted and wholly sufficient for the purpose to which 
it has been dedicated,—nothing but an inconsiderable outlay for 
securing drainage being necessary to render it everything that 
is required. If the appropriation now asked for be granted by 
the City Council, the building may at once be put under contract, 
and by the first day of January, 1857, it may be ready for occu- 
pation. 

The Commissioners are reluctant to contemplate a later day 
than this for the opening of the Institution. Nearly ten thou- 
sand names have now been registered in the Reading Room. 
More than eight thousand accounts have been opened for borrow- 
ing books. Hardly less than twenty thousand volumes are al- 
ready in the Library. Hach succeeding week is adding largely 
to these numbers, while the present accommodations for the Li- 
brary have become entirely insufficient for its immediate wants. 
The Trustees of the Institution have, within a few days past, 
been compelled to make application to the City Government, for 
additional temporary store-room, in which the books and pain- 
phlets, which are daily pouring in upon them, may be safely depos- — 
ited. The undersigned would deeply regret to be responsible 
for any further delay than may be absolutely unavoidable, in 
supplying so urgent a necessity. 

With these views, they now respectfully ask for an appropria- 
tion of ninety-five thousand dollars, for the purpose of carrying 
out the Design which has been adopted, and they do not hesitate 
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to express their conviction that such a course will lead to the 
most expeditious and economical completion of a suitable and 
satisfactory Library Building, and will in all respects conduce to 
the honor and welfare of our beloved City. 


ROBERT C. WINTHROP, 
SAMUEL G. WARD, 

GEORGE TICKNOR, 
NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 
CHARLES WOODBERRY, 
JOSEPH A. POND, 

EDWARD F. PORTER. 


Boston, June 6th, 1855. 
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In Board of Aldermen, Dec. 3, 1855. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


Attest : 
SAMW’L F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 


co 


yd 
{0 


CITY OF BOSTON, — 


eee 


Boston, 3d DercemMBeErR, 1855. 
His Honor tHe Mayor :— 


SIR, , 
I have the honor to communicate herewith the 


Third Report of the Commissioners on the erection of a Building 
for the Public Library, to be laid before the City Council agree-_ 
ably tothe Ordinance of April last. 
I am, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT C. WINTHROP, 
President. 


CITY OP BGS Tu N:. 


To the Honorable the City Council : 


Agreeably to the provisions of the 4th section of the addition- 
al Ordinance of April 3d, 1855, which requires the Commission- 
ers on the erection of a Building for the Public Library of the 
City of Boston to make report of their doings to the City Council, 
at least once in six months, the undersigned have the honor to 
submit their third Report. 

Since the date of their second Report, on the 6th day of June 
last, the work assigned to your Commissioners, has made, upon 
the whole, satisfactory progress. 

The Board having received information on the 13th of June, 
that the necessary appropriations had been made by the City 
Government, lost no time in entering into a contract for the 
brick, stone and iron work for the frame of the building. This 
contract was signed with Mr. Nathan Drake, in presence of His 
Honor the Mayor, on the very next day. The excavations upon 
the Library lot were at once commenced, the foundations of the 
building were prepared without delay, and the Public Ceremony 
of laying the Corner Stone, took place in presence of the City 
Authorities, on the 17th of September last. 

Since that period the walls of the edifice have rapidly risen, 
and are now approaching a condition to be covered in for the 
winter. The Board take pleasure in acknowledging the liberal 
forecast of the City Government, in purchasing so considerable 
an addition to the Library lot on Van Rensselaer Place. Some 
delays necessarily arising out of the purchase of this land, have 
conspired with other causes in preventing the building from being 
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roofed in as early_as the first of the present month of December, 
—the date fixed in the contract,—but it is believed that no ulti- 
mate inconvenience will ensue. 

The Board have found it expedient, from time to time, under 
the advice of the Architect, and agreeably to the privilege ex- 
pressly reserved in the contract, to make some alterations in the 
minor details of the building, but the result of them all, it is 
believed, will involve no material increase of expenditure, and 
the Architect is still of opinion that the whole building will be 
completed within the estimates. The interior finish, however, is 
yet to be arranged and contracted for, and before that can be 
done it will be necessary for the Board to apply to the City Goy- 
ernment for an additional appropriation. Upon that occasion the 
Board may be able to speak with more confidence than they can 
do at present, as to the time when the work committed to them 
‘may be finally completed ; but it is both the desire and the in- 
terest of all concerned in its construction to press it to a comple- 
tion with as much despatch as may be consistent with the ulti- 
mate security of the building. 

On the 24th day of October last, the Board received the order 
of the City Council for the preparation and publication of the — 
proceedings and addresses on occasion of laying the Corner Stone 
of the Library Building, and a pamphlet containing them will 
accordingly be forthcoming at an early day from the pref of the 
City Printers. r 

ROBERT C. WINTHROP, 

SAMUEL G. WARD, 

GEORGE TICKNOR, 

NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 
CHARLES WOODBERRY, 

JOSEPH A. POND, 

EDWARD F. PORTER. 


Boston, Duc. 3, 1855. 
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In Common Council, May 22, 1856. 
Ordered, 'That the Commissioners on the erection 
of a Building for the Public Library be, and they hereby 
are authorized to report to the City Council in print. 
SenBup for concurrence. 


OLIVER STEVENS, President. 


In Board of Aldermen, May 26, 1856. 
Concurred. | 


PELHAM BONNEY, Chairman. 


Approved, May 28, 1856. 
| ALEX’R H. RICH, Mayor. 


A true copy, attest : 
SAMUEL F. McCLEARY, City Clerk. 


wad 





To THE HonorRABLE THE City CounciIL: — 


The Commissioners on the erection of a Building for 
the Public Library of the City of Boston, have the 

honor to submit the Fourth Report of their doings in 
- discharge of the important trust which has been con- 
fided to them. 

Since the date of their last report, on the 3d of De- 
cember, 1855, the progress of the building has been 
slower than they could have desired. ‘The early com- 
mencement, long continuance and extreme severity of 
the past winter, may justly be pleaded in behalf of the 
Contractor as an excuse fora part of this delay ; though 
the Commissioners have not been entirely satisfied that 
the work could not have been pressed forward with 
- more despatch during a portion of the open weather. 
The building was covered in with a temporary roof 
about the first of January, which has not yet been 
removed. Meantime, however, the inside work has 
been steadily prosecuted until the walls and arches are 
now nearly ready for the permanent roof and lantern. 
The Commissioners still entertain the hope that the 
entire framework of the edifice may be completed as 
early as the beginning of August. 

The substitution of a copper roof for one of slate, 
and the extension of the two rear towers upon the 
land purchased for the purpose by the City Council, 
since the original plans and estimates were adopted, 
together with some other less substantial alterations 
which were found necessary for the convenience and 
security of the building, have added about thirteen 
thousand dollars to the estimated cost of the exterior, 
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and this amount has not been counterbalanced by the 
reduction of the estimates which has been effected in 
some other parts of the edifice. say F 

The attention of the Board has been devoted, for 
some months past, to the interior finish of the building, 
for which plans and specifications have been duly pre- 
pared by the Architect, under the supervision and with 
the approbation of the Commissioners. A public no- 
tice for proposals for furnishing materials and executing 
this part of the work was issued on the 28th day of 
April last, agreeably to which twenty-eight separate 
proposals were received, opened and examined by the 
Commissioners, on the 20th day of May. The notice 
and the specifications are annexed to this report. 

On a careful examination of these proposals the 
Board resolved at once to attempt some further reduc- 
tions in the style and cost of the interior, and they are 
still engaged in this attempt. They have come to the 
conclusion, however, after frequent comparison and 
much consideration, that a sum of not less than sixty 
thousand dollars will be necessary for the completion — 
of the outside and inside of the Library Building. 

The Commissioners have not included in this esti- 
mate the cost of the furniture and book-cases, nor of 
the fences which may be required in front and in the 
rear of the Library lot. It will be seasonable if pro- 
vision for these incidental expenses shall be made — 
during the next year. 

Being now ready to enter into contract for the inte- 
rior finish of the building, the undersigned respectfully 
ask that an appropriation of sixty thousand dollars 
may be made for that purpose. 
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The undersigned need hardly remind the City Coun- 
cil that, since the date of their last report, Messrs. 
Woodberry and Porter have been replaced by Messrs. 
Bonney and Buckley, and that, within a few weeks 
past, Mr. Everett has succeeded to the post occupied 
since the organization of the Board by Mr. ‘Ticknor. 


ROBERT C. WINTHROP, 

SAMUEL G. WARD, 

EDWARD EVERETT, 

NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 

PELHAM BONNEY, 

JOSEPH A. POND, 

JOSEPH BUCKLEY, 
Commissioners. 


Boston, June 8, 1856. 
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The Commissioners on the erection of a building for the Public 
Library will receive sealed proposals until the 20th day of May, A. D. 
1856, at 12 o’clock M., for furnishing all materials and performing all 
labor required in finishing the building for the Public Library of the City 
‘of Boston, im accordance with plans and specifications adopted by the 
Commissioners, and according to an Ordinance of the City in relation to 
Public Buildings. , 

Plans, specifications and working drawings, can be examined after the 
Ath day of May, and information obtained at the office of 0) K. Kirby, 
Architect, 19 Niles Block, School street, the sealed proposals to be 
delivered to the Clerk of the Commissioners, at the Public Library, in 
Mason street. 

ROBERT ©. WINTHROP, 

SAMUEL G. WARD, 

GHORGE* TICKNOR, 

NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, 

PELHAM BONNEY, 

JOSEPH A. POND, 

JOSEPH BUCKLEY, 
Commissioners. 

Boston, April 29, 1856. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Specifications of materials to be provided, and labor 
to be performed, in finishing and completing the build- 
ing located on Boylston street, for the Public Library 
of the City of Boston, in accordance with plans and 
working drawings prepared by C. K. Kirby, Architect, 
for the Commissioners appointed by the City Govern- 
ment, for the erection of said building. 


DESCRIPTION. 


The building is rectangular, eighty-two feet wide by 
one hundred and sixteen feet long, with two towers four- 
teen feet six inches by eighteen feet, one at each rear 
_ corner of building. The basement is eleven feet high in 
clear to spring of groined arches; first story twenty-one 
feet six inches high; principal story is fifty-two feet high 
in clear. ‘The first floor is constructed with groined 
arches. Principal and basement floors and floors of al- 
coves in principal hall are constructed with iron girders 
and beams, with segmental arches turned between beams. 
The first floor is divided into five apartments by brick 
walls, and designated as follows, viz.: General Reading 
Room, Special Reading Room, Vestibule, Conversation 
Room, and Circulating Library Room, all are twenty- 
one feet six inches high, except Conversation Room, 
which is twelve feet high, and has an intermediate story 

2 


10 


or room over it nine feet high in clear, and will finish 
thirty-four feet square, besides closets, &c. | 

The Conversation Room is thirty-four by fifty feet; 
General Reading Room is twenty-seven by seventy-eight 
feet; Special Reading Room is twenty-seven by forty- 
four feet; Vestibule is twenty-two by forty-four feet ; 
Circulating Library Room is thirty-four by seventy- 
eight feet. The principal story is appropriated as fol- 
lows, viz.: hall or clear space thirty-eight by eighty-six 
feet, with thirty alcoves arranged on each side, nine by 
fourteen feet in clear and twelve feet high each, with 
three stories of corridors on each end, to correspond with 
alcoves in height. ‘The west tower is six stories high, one 
story same height of basement, two stories in height of 
first story, and three in height of principal story, floors 
to correspond with gallery floors; all to be full size of 
tower. ‘The east tower is to be used as a stair-case and 
hoisting-way. ‘The principal divisions of basement are 
the same size as those described in first floor. 


CARPENTERS’ AND JOINERS’ WORK. 


All ceilings throughout the building, except the base- 
ment ceiling, to be furred for five nailings to a lath. 
All panel work to be recessed or raised as indicated 
by drawings. All the arches in principal hall, both 
circular and elliptical, also the coved part of ceiling in 
lantern, and both reading rooms, to be furred according 
to plans, with good sound seasoned stock, solid and 
true corners in all parts. All windows throughout the 
building to be double hung with weights and pulleys, 
except those in lantern, which are to be single hung ; 
all frames to be made as per plan, with the best of sea- 
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soned clear pine stock, with best hard pine pulley-stiles 
and cherry beads, and trimmed with Robinson’s brass- 
faced, steel-axle pulleys, and round-headed white metal 
screws, for securing stop beads. 

The sashes are to be made of the best seasoned clear 
pine stock, with heavy rims and filling, two inches 
thick, made in ogee style, hung with best hemp cord, 
and trimmed with sash fasts worth six dollars per 
dozen, All windows in Janitor’s apartments and west 
tower, to be finished with jambs, stool-casings and archi- 
traves as per plan. All windows in first and principal 
story to be finished with iron stool-casings and pedes- 
tals, and stucco architraves; all windows in east 
tower to be finished with iron stool-casings and brick 
jambs. All windows in west tower and the six large 
windows in principal hall are to be finished with inside 
folding blinds one inch thick, hung and trimmed in a 
proper manner. All doors throughout the building to 
be cased and finished with wood. All doors in first 
story, except front doors, to be made of the best quality 
of thoroughly seasoned chestnut, two and three-fourths 
inches thick, with heavy panel-work as per plan, hung 
and trimmed with trimmings worth an average of ten 
dollars a pair, or five dollars for single door. The front 
doors to be made of solid oak of the very best quality, 
five inches thick, with heavy panel and carved work 
as per plan, and hung and trimmed with trimmings 
worth ten dollars each, to be made in two parts in 
thickness, firmly glued together. All other doors about 
the building to be made of best pine stock, thoroughly 
seasoned and kiln-dried, and of size as shown by plans, 
one and seven-eighths inch thick, moulded both sides, 
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hung and trimmed with trimmings worth three dollars. 


per door. 

The Janitor’s apartments and rooms in west tower to 
be finished with base and mouldings as per plan. “aA 
water-closets, wash-bowls, and urinals to be finished as 
directed by the Architect, with best quality of seasoned 
cherry wood. The floors of general and special read- 
ing room and circulating library room are to be laid 


with the best quality of southern pine floor boards, laid — 


on 2X2 joist, bedded in cement and placed fourteen 
inches from centres, no boards to exceed three inches 
in width, all to be matched, blind nailed, and neatly 
smoothed off. The floors of Janitor’s apartments, and 


all rooms in west tower, and the floor in galleries of 
principal library room, to be laid of southern pine floor- 


boards, the same as described above, excepting that 
they may be from five to six inches wide, and not 
matched. ‘There are to be two dumb-waiters, furnished 


and hung in complete working order, for size and loca-— 


tion see plan; one is to be constructed to run from 
basement floor to upper tier of alcoves in principal hall, 
and the other to run from circulating library room to 
the first floor of principal hall. 


The grand stair-case to be finished with a matiogene 


rail, made six and one half inches wide and five deep, 
of the best of St. Domingo mahogany, put up as per 
plan, and neatly polished. ‘The rear stair-case to be 


finished with cherry rail four by two and a half inches, 
properly secured to balusters and posts. The interme- 


diate story or room over conversation room is to be fin- 
ished with wood; the floor is of iron. 


All stock used in finishing the building éd be of the) 





? 
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best quality, thoroughly seasoned, and where required 


‘kiln-dried, put up in a neat, strong and substantial 


manner, according to plans and directions to be given 
by the Architect. The carpenter will be required to do 
all cutting, fitting and boxing for gas and water pipes. 
The coal bins under sidewalk are to be finished with 
partitions, doors, gates, &c., as shall be directed by the 


Architect. 


PLASTERING AND STUCCO WORK. 


All walls, ceilings, and partitions, throughout the 
building, except the wails of east tower, and walls — 
of basement not occupied by Janitor, to be plastered 
with two good coats of lime and hair mortar, well 
rubbed down, the ceilings finished with one good smooth 
coat of white hard finish, and the walls with one good 
coat of white hard finish in marble dust. The vestibule 
is to be finished on sides with diminished Corinthian 


puasters, with full cap and base supporting arches with 


ornamental archivaults and key-stones. ‘The cornice to 
be a full rich modillion. ‘The ceiling to be deep sunk 
square panels, as per plan. ‘The two round columns at 
rear end of vestibule, to be finished to correspond with 
pilasters on sides, in scagliola with paneled soffits to 
arches. The dado and pedestals to be of white marble. 
The landings and skirtings of stairs to be finished as per 
plan with panels, arches, brackets, &c. The cornice 
of reading rooms to be curved and paneled as per 


plan, with two ornaments. The moulding-work on 


ceiling to be raised and recessed as per plan, with two 
ornaments. The entablature of iron columns to be 
constructed in stucco as per plan. The ceiling of con- 
yersation and circulating library rooms to be finished 
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with plain cornice and plain raised panels, the col- 
umns in principal hall to be three-quarters full Corin- 
thian columns, with stucco caps, and bases support- 
ing arches with paneled soffits, ornamental archivaults — 
and key-stones, the arches supporting an architrayve 
band, frieze and dental cornice with four enrichments. 
The walls of lantern to be coved and finished with en- 
riched ribs and pendant drops; the jambs and soffits of — 
windows to be paneled. ‘The elliptical arches in front 
of gallery floors to be paneled, faces and soffits with 
ornamental brackets and key-stones. The ceiling to 
be finished with plain raised and recessed panels with 
one ornament as per plan; all ceilings in alcoves in 
principal story to be plastered and have a plain cor- 
nice, those in first story to have plain raised panels. 


MARBLE WORK. 


All base mouldings and plinth in reading rooms and 
conversation room, and the plinths, skirtings, newel 
posts and pedestals in vestibule and around grand stair- 
case, and the pedestals for columns in principal hall to 
be made of the best American white marble, according 
to plans and working drawings to be given by the Ar- 
chitect, all to be neatly polished and properly set. The 
floor in vestibule to be tiled with white octagon marble ~ 
tiles, and small, square black corners. ‘The conversa- 
tion room floor to be tiled with plain alternate black 
and white marble tiles, fourteen inches square. The 
principal hall floor, including floor in first story of 
alcoves, to be laid with plain dark and white hex- 
agon marble tiles sixteen inches diameter, all to be 
made of the best quality of American marble, and laid 
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in the most approved, thorough and workmanlike man- 
ner, according to plans and directions to be given by 
the Architect. All book-cases in circulating library 
room and alcoves in principal hall to be separated from 
wooden floors by a marble border six inches wide. 


IRON WORK. 


The grand stair-case is to be made of cast iron, and 
built on solid brick work, arranged as per plan and 
detail drawings, the steps to be fourteen inches wide 
when finished, and one half inch thick, corrugated and 
to have moulded nosings; the risers to be six and a 
half inch rise when finished, three-eighths inch thick, 
with panel fronts. ‘The balusters and skirtings to be 
ornamented as per plan, all to be put up in a strong 
and thorough manner, the steps and risers to be bedded 
in cement. The gallery for alcoves in circulating library 
room to be made with wrought-iron bearers, two and 
a half by one-half inch, placed three feet six inches 
apart, properly secured to brick walls and columns, and 
covered with corrugated cast iron plates one-half inch 
thick. ‘The balcony railing in front to be open work, 
wrought and cast iron as per plan. The balcony rail- 
ings and fence in front of alcoves in main hall to be 
made of wrought and cast iron; patterns to be as per 
plans and directions to be given by the Architect. Six 
flights of full circular light wrought and cast iron stairs 
five feet six inches in diameter to be placed in alcoves, 
to extend from floor of principal hall to upper tier of 
alcoves, and one flight from basement to principal hall, 
five feet six inches in diameter, and three flights in cir- 
culating library room, to extend from floor to gallery, 
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five feet in diameter, designs to be given by the Archi- 


tect ; also a wrought iron railing of fancy pattern to be 


placed around all well-holes not occupied by stairs in 


gallery of principal hall. The inside window-sills, sur- 
base and pedestals, for architrave, in reading and circu- 
lating library rooms and in principal hall, and the inside 


stool-casings for all windows in basement and east tow- . 


er, to be made of cast iron, from one-fourth to three- 


eighths inch thick, formed, fitted, and put up according — 


to plans and directions to be given by Architect. 
All windows and doors on sides of building to be fur- 
nished with outside wrought iron shutters made of 3° 


sheet iron, placed upon frames made of 2x inch iron, 


hung with heavy strap-hinges, and fastened with lever - 


cross-bars and iron turn buttons. 

Cast iron sky-light sash frames to be made Ree: prop- 
erly set for all sky-lights in exterior alcoves on sides 
of building, according to plans and directions to be 
given. Wrought iron grating to be placed over area 
in front of building, as per plan, made of 12xX# inch, 


placed 1 inch apart, and properly fitted and leaded in 


its place. 


GAS PIPES. 


Gas pipes of proper size to be placed in bulding as 


follows, viz.: the reading rooms are to be fitted for two 


brackets on each column. ‘The vestibule to be fitted — % 


for one chandelier on each newel post, one pendant 


drop and two side brackets. The conversation room 


to be fitted for three pendant drops and four side brack- 


ets. The circulating library room is to be fitted for 
one bracket on each column. ‘The principal hall is to” 
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be fitted for sixty brackets, to be located in key-stone 
of elliptical arches. All rooms in west tower are to be 
fitted for one pendant each. The basement is to be 
fitted for twelve drop-lights and six brackets, located 
where directed by Architect. The east tower is to 
be fitted for one bracket in each story. The room 
over conversation room to be fitted for four drop-lights 
and two brackets. Each water-closet and dressing- 
room to be fitted for one bracket. The front of build- 
ing, along balcony course, to be fitted for six outlets, 
for exterior lights. All of the above pipes to be sub- 
ject to the inspection and approval of the Boston Gas 
Company’s inspector, and of the Architect. 


PLUMBING. 


Four water-closets, two wash-bowls, and one double 
urinal, to be located under principal stair-case as per 
plan; also one water-closet, urinal, and sink to be un- 
der rear stair-case, In east tower; also one water-closet, 
one wash-bowl and urinal located on principal floor, 
near east tower; also one wash-bowl and urinal on 
principal floor near west tower. One wash-bowl in cir- 
culating library room, and two iron sinks to be in base- 
ment as per plan. All of the above water-closets are 
to be the best quality of china pan closets. All urinals 
are to be china, large size. All bowls are to be plain 
marbled china, and furnished with silver-plated draw 
and waste cocks worth five dollars each, and finished 
with marble tops and border slabs of large size, highly — 
polished. All soil pipes, for closets, to be six inches 
diameter, made of six lbs. lead, strongly secured in their 
position and carried to drains. All supply pipes for 

3 ) 


18 


water-closets and sinks to be made three-fourths inch > 
diameter, two and a half lbs. pipe; branches for bowls 
and urinals to be five-eighths inch two lbs. pipe ; -waste 
pipes for bowls, sinks, &c., to be one and one-half inch 
three lbs. pipe. All bowl closets are to be lined un- — 
derneath with four lbs. sheet lead, turned up on all 
sides, and provided with waste pipes; the sinks in cellar 
to be furnished with heavy hose bib-cocks. And finally 
the plumber will be expected to furnish the best 
quality of all kinds of materials, including cisterns, if 
required, and do all work required to put in complete 
operation the above described lot of plumbing, under 
direction of the Architect. 


GLASS AND GLAZING. 


All window sashes in front of building to be filled 
with best white English or French plate glass. All 
sashes on sides and rear of first story and rear of prin- 
cipal hall to be filled with first quality double thick 
German glass. All sashes in basement, both towers, 
and lantern to be filled with first quality of single Ger- 
man glass. All sky-light sashes on sides, over first 
story, to be filled with ribbed sky-light glass three-six- 
teenths inch thick. The glass in cornice of reading 
rooms to be best quality of German glass, ground and 
formed to fit coving; those in ceiling of intermediate 
story, and in circulating library to be same as stated 
above, but straight; all to be thoroughly bedded, se- 
curely tinned, and neatly puttied off. 
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PAINTING. 


All wrought wood work and all iron work inside and 
out to be painted three coats, best white lead and 
French zinc and oil, well rubbed down between coats, 
except hard wood doors and hard wood work around 
water-closets, bowls, urinals, &c., and hard pine work. 
The oak doors are too have three good coats of best 
quality of boiled linseed oil. The cherry wood work 
around plumbing to be well oiled and rubbed down, 
and to have two coats best coach varnish. All sashes 
are to be stained inside dark cherry color, and varnished 
two coats; all pulley stiles of window frames to be 
oiled two coats, cherry beads to be varnished two coats. 
All pine doors and pine wood work in dressing rooms, 
around dumb waiters, &c., to be grained in oil colors, 
and varnished two coats. ‘The window frames on 
front of building to be grained and varnished, or 
sanded, as the Architect shall direct. The balusters in 
balcony in front of building to be sanded two coats 
free-stone color. ‘The balusters and skirtings in princi- 
pal stair-case, and all balconies and stair-cases in princi- 
pal hall, and columns in reading rooms, to be bronzed 
with copper bronze where directed by the Architect. 
All hard pine floors are to be oiled two coats best boiled 
oil. ‘The facings of all book-cases to be grained or 
stained and varnished; shelves are not to be painted. 
The interior of all walls in east tower to be painted 
three coats. All colors to be as directed by the Archi- 
tect. 


20 


WORKS. 


The contractors are to perform, execute, finish _and 
complete all the works of every kind described or re- 
ferred to in these specifications; they are also to per- 
form, execute, finish and complete all works of every 
kind that are shown, indicated, or in any way expressed, 
or implied by the several drawings and working plans, 
made and to be made, from time to time, (during the 
progress of the erection of the building) by the Archi- 
tect aforesaid ; it being understood that all explanations 
of the proper meaning and attention of these specifica-— 
tions and the several drawings and working plans, are 
to be given to the contractors by the Architect, under 
the direction of the Commissioners. As the works are 
ready to be commenced, the said contractors are to apply 
to the Commissioners for such working plans -and ex- 
planations before commencing the several works of the 
building, from time to time, as may be needed for their 
instruction, the Architect being allowed a reasonable 
time to furnish the same; the Commissioners reserving 
the right to alter the plans and specifications by omis- 
sions and additions to the same, without in any way 
altering the validity of any original contract, in which 
case the value of such changes, additions or omissions 
shall be estimated and determined by the Architect only. 
The entire works are to be executed in a faithful and 
thorough manner, to the satisfaction of the Commis- 
sioners aforesaid. 
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MATERIALS. 


They are to be of the kinds and qualities herein spe- 
cified, and when not particularly stipulated, then, the 
kinds used by the contractors must be the best market- 
able qualities. 

Lhe entire materials used, are to be prepared, worked, 
furnished, put together, set up and finished at the sole 
cost of the contractors, to the satisfaction of the Com- 
missioners, and under the superintendence of the Archi- 
tect. 


PROPOSALS 


Are to be sealed and directed to the Commissioners, 
endorsed “Proposals for finishing the building for the 
Public Library,” and handed to the clerk of said Com- 

missioners, at the Public Library, in Mason street, pre- 
vious to twelve o’clock, at noon, of the 20th day of 
May, A. D. eighteen hundred and fifty-six ; after which 
time no bids will be received. ‘The Commissioners re- 
serve to themselves the right to reject any or all of the 
proposals received under this notice, if in their judg- 
ment it is not for the interest of the City to accept the 
same. 

In making bids for the above work, the Commission- 
ers require them to be made for the several branches 
separately, viz: For furnishing materials and doing all 
carpenter and joiner work: For furnishing all glass and 
doing all painting and glazing: For furnishing and set- 
ting all marble work: For furnishing and setting all 
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